
WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS
An unspoiled river is a very rare thing in this Nation today. Their flow and vitality have been harnessed  
by dams and too often they have been turned into open sewers by communities and by industries.  
It makes us all very fearful that all rivers will go this way unless somebody acts now to try to balance  
our river development. 

President Lyndon Johnson’s remarks on signing the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, October 2, 1968

Wildness vs. control, beauty vs. profitability, 

serenity vs. industry.... Fifty years ago 

Americans questioned the balance of 

recreation and development along national 

waterways. Decades of pollution, diversion, 

and construction threatened the health of 

America’s rivers. Outdoor enthusiasts 

pressed congress into action, creating the 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, signed by 

President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1968.

Minnestoans took the lead, motivated by 

a desire to preserve the St. Croix River. 

Senator Walter Mondale and Representative 

Joe Karth collaborated with Wisconsin senator 

and founder of Earth Day, Gaylord Nelson, to 

craft the legislation and ensure its passage. 

Twenty year later, Minnesota Representative 

Bruce Vento presided over a major expansion 

of the Act to protect additional rivers.
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Minnesota Senator Walter Mondale receiving the pen President Johnson used 
to sign the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. Courtesy Minnesota Historical Society.



WILD AND SCENIC:
PURPOSE AND NEED
What makes a river worthy of national designation 

as “wild and scenic?” Three criteria must be met 

to ensure the river: 

1) is free-flowing, unimpeded by dams; 

2) possess one or more “outstandingly 

remarkable values:” natural, scenic,  

educational, geological, recreational, historic, 

fish and wildlife, scientific and cultural; and 

3) is protected by local, state, or federal laws 

that preserve the values that made it eligible 

for designation.

Over the past fifty years, the Wild and Scenic 

Rivers Act has preserved 12,754 miles of 209 

rivers in 40 states and Puerto Rico. This is less 

than one quarter of 1% of the waterways in the 

nation. Preservation is needed now more than 

ever. As of 2018, 75,000 dams have modified 

17% of all rivers in the country--a total of over 

600,000 miles.

Rock climbers enjoying the St. Croix National Riverway  
in 1978. Courtesy Minnesota Historical Society.

Map of the National River System. 
Courtesy National Park Service.



Zebra Mussel Access Control Point
No upstream travel past High Bridge
(river mile 29.5)

Rapids below dam require
1.25-mile portage
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ST. CROIX NATIONAL
SCENIC RIVERWAY

Some land along the Riverway
remains in private ownership.
Please respect landowners
and their property.

St. Croix National
Scenic Riverway

Rapids River mileage

River distances are shown
every 10 miles (16 kilometers).
The St. Croix River is measured
from the Mississippi River. The
Namekagon River is measured
from the St. Croix River.

St. Croix Scenic
Byway

State and regional
parks 

U.S. and state
forests

State wildife areas

Mississippi National
River and Recreation
Area

Managed by:Facility type:

Map symbols

Ranger station

Information

Primitive shoreline
campsite

Boat and canoe launch

Canoe launch

Fishing pier

National Park Service

State park or state-
owned area

U.S. and state forest

State wildlife area

County, city, or privatePicnic area

Developed campground

Do not use this map for 
river navigation. Get 
detailed river section 
maps (see top left, first 
paragraph), which are 
essential to your River- 
way recreation. The gray 
boxes above show the 
coverage of each river 
section map.
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To
Bayfield and

Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore

To
 Superior and Duluth

To
Superior and Duluth

To Bayfield and Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore

To St. Cloud

To
Wausau

To
 Rochester

  B
ois 

 B
ru

le River  

St. Croix National Scenic Riverway
Park map
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THE ST. CROIX  
AND NAMEKAGON
Flowing 255 miles through forests, sandrock 

cliffs, and cultural landscapes, Minnesota and 

Wisconsin’s shared Namekagon and St. Croix 

Rivers were one of eight riverways protected 

upon passage of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 

in 1968. Used historically as a trade route and 

a logging flume, the St. Croix’s “outstandingly 

remarkable values” also include its geologic 

features, recreational opportunities, and scenic 

beauty. More than 200 American Indian and 

European American cultural sites have been 

identified along the shores protected by the

Wild and Scenic designation.

View looking down on log jam on the St. Croix River at 
Taylor Falls, Sanford C. Sargent, c. 1886-1892. Courtesy 
Minnesota Historical Society

Dalles of the St. Croix, Elijah 
Evan Edwards, c. 1880, Courtesy 
Minnesota Historical Society.


